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threw the book at him and for my pains got; an awfully good thrashing, Think of it! The war had not: yet commenced and here within a year I had twice been thoroughly licked by two Yankees. Thank Heaven, I had not; as yet met the other eight that were to make up tlu* ten I was shortly afterwards expected to whip.
While 1 was at Fortress Monroe the sloop-of-war Plymouth, the Annapolis practice ship, arrived with the midshipmen on board. They had just returned from their annual cruise and I went fairly wild about thorn, especially as some of them condescended to notice me after they learnt** 1 that 1 had prospects of becoming one of their nunv-IHT. 1 almost felt grateful to Lieutenant Drum for that thrashing which had had a remarkable effect in developing my genius for mathematics*
Shortly after the Plymouth left, the steam sloop-of-war Brooklyn, commanded by Commander, afterwards Admiral, David (i. Farragut, arrived. She* wan just about: to start on what was known as th<*l4Cheriqui Expedition" for tlu* purpose ol finding a new route for a canal across the Isthmus of Panama* Tlu* army officers in the Fort entertained the officers of tlu* ship and the officers of the Brooklyn returned the compliment by giving a reception on board, My stater insisted cm my accompanying her, but I did not want to go. The midshipmen on tlu* Plymouth had told me a lot about naval commanders and lieutenants and 1 already regarded them an the natural enemies of midshipmen, However, 1 wan told that Commander Kami" gut hail his won Loyal, a boy of about my own age, on board, and 1 was finally j>ersuude<i to go* My sister introduced me to Commander Farragut and the great man, when he was told that 1 had an appointment to Annapolis, unbent somewhat and asked me what 1 intended to bring my itistcr when I returned from my first cruise. New, as ill luck would have it, my sister greatly admired lapis-huuli stones* and I blurted out* 4*1 am going to bring her a